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ABSTRACT 



Over the past five years, many forensics programs and 
students have been undertaking competition in parliamentary debate. During 
tnc same period, policy debate has seen a decline in che number of schools 
participating. A survey of students participating in debate tournaments asked 
their reasons for choosing one type of debate over another: Why do some 
students choose to do policy debate, while others choose to do parliamentary 
debate? Written surveys were distributed at a major tournament in the 
Northwest offering both debate types. After students were asked why they 
participated in policy or parliamentary debate, they were asked whether they 
were satisfied with the type of debate in which they were participating. Of 
those given surveys, 83 returned them- -59 parliamentary debaters and 24 
policy debaters. Class standing was fairly well distributed among the 
students, but policy debaters were a little more concentrated among freshmen. 
Surveys were then content analyzed. Responses fell into 18 different 
categories, with six categories receiving most frequent mention: research, 
high school participation, education, depth, analysis, and community. 

Findings suggest that the unique characteristics of each event seem to be of 
primary importance to students when choosing their debate event. Policy 
debaters enjoy its research emphasis, while parliamentary debaters enjoy the 
opportunity to debate many current, relevant issues over the course of a 
tournament. In addition, there are some possible modifications that could 
make each debate more attractive to its participants, such as preventing 
burnout to retain policy debaters. (NKA) 
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Student Motivations for Participating in Policy or Parliamentary Debate 

Over the past five years, many forensics programs and students have been 
undertaking competition in parliamentary debate. Tournaments began offering 
parliamentary debate in the West in 1991, with the National Parliamentary Debate 
Association (NPDA) forming in 1992. The first national tournament hosted by NPDA 
took place in 1994, with fifty-two teams attending. The phenomenal growth of the 
organization can be illustrated by the over two hundred teams attempting to attend the 
national tournament in 1999. 1 

During the same period, policy debate has seen a decline in the number of schools 
participating. Attendance at the CEDA national tournament has gone down, and the 
West has seen many policy programs either eliminated or minimized. For example, 
during the 1998-99 season the Northwest region had seven schools participating in 
CEDA debate. As recently as 1995-96 fourteen schools received CEDA points in the 
Northwest. Continue going back in time and the number of schools participating in 
CEDA continues to rise. On a national level, the results are similar. In 1995-96, 241 
schools were members of CEDA. In 1999-00, that number was down to 195. Over the 
same time period, the number of schools earning at least one CEDA point declined from 
202 to 170. 2 

There has been a lot of speculation on the list-serves and in meetings about why 
so many schools and students have stopped doing CEDA debate, and why so many 
programs have decided to participate in the parliamentary format. The rapid rate of 
delivery, lack of "real-world" arguments, and the enormous work commitment necessary 

1 A1 Johnson, An Early History of the NPDA, National Parliamentary Debate Association Homepage, 

http://www.bethel.edu/Maiors/Communication/npdaynpdahistorv.html . Last Updated June 30, 1999. 
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